November 3, 2008

To the President, to the Board and to the Officers of the
South Tahoe Association of Realtors

Will there ever be a time in this town when the real estate industry, by which I mean the bulk of individual real estate brokers and their agents in South Lake Tahoe, lead by their collective representatives on the South Tahoe Association of Realtors, actually takes a stand to encourage and include radon testing in all real estate transactions?   The U.S. EPA, the U.S. Surgeon General and the National Association of Realtors have all recommended this since 1993.

I know there is a natural resistance in any sales situation for the selling agent to bring up something negative that might compromise a sale, but please, radon testing is not just about a sale, it's about people's health.  I know times are tough for real estate sales, but we did not do any better in this regard when sales were good.  I do appreciate that the Code of Ethics and Standards of Practice of the NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF REALTORS® has a prominent place on your  home web page and I assume it's not just there as window dressing, but that you attempt to live by its tenets.  I did a quick review of the Code and found that in principal you agree that the health and safety of clients and tenants is something you have due regard for. 

• Standard of Practice 1-10
REALTORS® shall, consistent with the terms and conditions of their
real estate licensure and their property management agreement,
competently manage the property of clients with due regard for the
rights, safety and health of tenants and others lawfully on the
premises. (Adopted 1/95, Amended 1/00)

There may be other passages that also speak about causing no harm and looking after the interests of the clients.  I wonder if the South Tahoe Association of Realtors has the leadership strength to recommend that their members follow their Code of Ethics in regard to radon testing.  There may be many ways to do this.  One way might be to include some wording in the contract to show that the strong recommendation of the agent is that the buyer test for radon.  Here is some sample text taken from the CANSAR.org web site (Cancer Survivors Against Radon):

 ¬ I choose to have ACME Home Inspections conduct an indoor radon test of the home according to EPA Protocol for an additional fee of $XX.   ( Buyer’s Signature ) 

¬ Against the strong recommendation of EPA, ACME Home I nspections and my agent, I have elected not to test the home for the presence of indoor radon gas and assume all liability for elevated radon discovered after the transaction closes. 
( Buyer’s Signature ) 

To remind everyone that radon affects real people like you and me, here are two stories about radon-induced lung cancer victims from just last week.  We have the same high levels of radon in South Lake Tahoe as these people did in Pennsylvania and South Carolina.

Radon Strikes Children Too
Lori A. Folweiler
October 29, 2008

[image: image1.png]


Bill Brodhead, a radon professional in Pennsylvania reports: "I have always assumed that lung cancer only happens to those 30 years and older. A year ago I was visiting a home to provide a mitigation estimate and I learned the family's daughter, Lori, was going through chemo therapy for lung cancer. She was only 19 years old at the time. The home was a 1965 ranch style with a finished basement. The radon levels in the finished basement had measured 59 pCi/l. Lori was not a smoker but had grown up in this home. Last Wednesday she passed away. I heard that another patient in the hospital said she was an incredible up-beat person. We were able to reduce the radon levels in this home but not able to help Lori." Read obituary in the Morning Call. 


Mom Loses Battle With Radon-Caused Cancer
October 27, 2008
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It happened in South Carolina, but it could just as easily have happened in South Lake Tahoe. Monica Pryor, 38, died today of radon-induced lung cancer, leaving behind a husband and three children. Monica was diagnosed with the cancer shortly after the birth of her youngest son. Doctors attributed the cancer to the high levels of radon in her home. "I've never smoked a cigarette a day in my life, so it wasn't from smoking," Pryor said. She encouraged others to test their home for radon. "The possibility of anyone in this area having it is huge," Pryor said. "So with a free test, not to do it seems a little bit foolish to me." Read first article and second article and please view the videos. 

Please make sure the Board and Officers get a copy of this.
I look forward to hearing from you and hopefully working with you to get more houses tested for radon, at the time of the sale, in South Lake Tahoe.

Jeff Miner
Radon At Tahoe
PO Box 2576
South Lake Tahoe, CA 96158
http://www.RadonAtTahoe.com


